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Selectmen’s Meeting

06/02/08

In attendance: K. Hunt, J. Bennett, L. Dixon, M. McGagh, C. Grasso, D. Higgins, N. Higgins, K. Monroe, L. Monroe, L. Looney, B. Soisson, A. Brillard, M. Soisson, C. Rolerson, G. Berry, R. Collinet, L. Cranouski, P. Fowler, P. Quimby, M. Sprague 

OPEN MEETING:
Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

J. Bennett makes a motion to accept the minutes from May 21, 2008 as written.  M. McGagh seconded the motion.  Motion carries.

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER

· J. Bennett said S. Dwyer turned in mileage for a class she attended. Town of Unity paid for the class and S. Dwyer turned in a request for mileage to Thorndike without the authorization from the Board.  The Town of Unity pays S. Dwyer  $2000 a year, which includes mileage.  J. Bennett said S. Dwyer needed to pay the Town of Thorndike back for the mileage that was given to her for the class she attended because her mileage is added into Unity’s salary for S. Dwyer.  J. Bennett wants a letter sent to S. Dwyer about the items discussed at the May 21, 2008 meeting as well as asking for the money back on the mileage.  J. Bennett makes a motion for L. Dixon to write and send a letter to S. Dwyer about the items discussed at the May 21, 2008 and asking for the money back. J. Bennett want to see the letter before it is sent.  M. McGagh seconds the motion.  L. Dixon withholds her right to vote.  Motion carries

OLD BUSINESS

· Pot Holes: B. Soisson came to inform the Select people of the conversation that happened between B. Soisson and J. Bennett in Wal-Mart.  B. Soisson stated she told J. Bennett in the store she was driving to A. Brillard’s house and hit a pothole very hard with her car that just had been aligned.  When B. Soisson arrived at A. Brillard’s she was complaining to him about it.  A. Brillard told her not to complain to him to complain to the Town and B. Soisson took it upon herself to write the letter.   
· J. Bennett did get a letter from MMA about their recommendation of action to take about the circles painted around the potholes, which was reviewed by L. Dixon and M. McGagh.  A. Brillard asked for a copy.  J. Bennett said he wasn’t getting a copy because of attorney client privilege.   A. Brillard then asked to see a copy of the letter where it said that and the Board does not have to share the information.  A. Brillard then stated the Board might want to read the Right to Know Act.   L. Dixon said she would look into the laws.  J. Bennett said he would show L. Dixon where it states about applicable law.
· M. McGagh has checked into a couple of laws about the legal ramification about painting circles on town property discussed at the May 21, 2008 Selectmen’s Meeting.  Title 23 part III section 301 & 386 falls under obstacles and barriers. M. McGagh said the potholes are filled and the circles are still around the filled potholes, this is causing drivers to swerve.  M. McGagh makes a motion to hand the matter over to the State Police.  J. Bennett seconds the motion. Motion carries. L. Dixon opposed.  A. Brillard said the potholes are starting to compact and collect water and someone needs to fill them before they get worse.  J. Bennett said to L. Dixon it is already being taken care of.
· Maine Revenue Service L. Dixon said the Maine Revenue service was here and received property information from the selectmen and she hasn’t heard anything about the results.  J. Bennett explained that the Maine Revenue Service was here to set the town’s evaluation and if it goes below 70% the town is at risk of loosing the homestead exemption, tree growth, etc which is reimbursed by the state.  The Board will need to look at increasing house lot and land lot values. Currently a developed house lot in town starts at $10,000, State’s rate $25,000.  Land value for the town is $325, State is set at $650.  The higher the ratio the town has the more money the town will get back.
· J. Bennett asked L. Dixon if she had turned in the Homestead Exemption Form that was due June 1, 2008.  J. Bennett told L. Dixon it was her job.  L. Dixon said she hasn’t seen or even know about the papers.  J. Bennett told L. Dixon she opened the mail and put it in the Selectmen’s box. J. Bennett also told L. Dixon he showed her where the papers were and that they needed to be turned in by June 1, 2008.  M. McGagh asked if the papers could be sent in now.  L. Dixon replied again she didn’t know anything about it. J. Bennett was going to check to see if was to late to turn the form into the State.  If the form is not turned in the town could loose it Homestead Reimbursement.  M. McGagh makes a motion for J. Bennett to fill out the papers and fax it to Maine Revenue service.  L. Dixon seconds the motion.  Motion is carried.
· Roadwork: J. Bennett received a call from FEMA to meet with them and go over the road damage from the Spring Storm.  J. Bennett and M. McGagh attended the meeting.  The Board is waiting to hear the results.  The dollar amount the Fire Department submitted was included in the FEMA report.
· The small section on E. Thorndike Road was paved this week.
FIRE DEPARTMENT

· Tanker 3 was fixed and back in service.

· An April, May and June payment for DSL was handed to the clerk.

· The Fire Department will not be getting the Spring Grant they applied for with MMA Risk Management.

· At a previous Business meeting at the Fire Station a couple Volunteers went upstairs and noticed an extra pipe for the furnace.  They wanted to know what that pipe was for.  L. Dixon didn’t have an idea, but asked if anyone has received the letter from Paul Moody and she didn’t know the status of the Furnace. M. McGagh states they have not seen the report from P. Moody and Granite Corp has come to make the repairs. A. Brillard asked if P. Moody would be coming back to inspect the furnace after the work was completed.  C. Rolerson responded P. Moody had 30 days to reply.  L. Dixon didn’t know when P. Moody would return. L. Dixon’s last conversation with P. Moody, she said P. Moody was on the road and when he got back to the office he would send the report.

· P. Quimby wanted to know how much money was in the TVFC Acct for donation and the Fire Department Expense account.  TVFC currently has $1,100 and the F.D. Exp. currently has $7,339.11.

· Ladies Auxiliary donated 2 of the 4 used radios the Fire Department purchased and the check was turned into the town office.  The $538 has not been added to the Fire Department Expense Account at this time, the daily cash sheets needed to be entered into QuickBooks, once completed the donation will show.

· P. Quimby wanted to inform the Board that there is one volunteer that is not properly equipped and if the State or OSHA was to come in the Fire Department could be in trouble.

· The Fire Department Road signs are up!

· P. Quimby did not order the part for the Forestry Truck because he hasn’t had time.

EMA

· P. Quimby attended the Basic Public Information Officer training course on May 28-29 and received his certificate.

NEW BUSINESS

· Road Committee J. Bennett asked L. Dixon to set a date for the Road Committee and she needed to call the Road Committee members to see what date worked best for them.  J. Bennett brought up the point that last fall Maine Local Road Center was going to come out to look at the roads with the Selectmen.  No final determination was made to bring out the Local Road Center.

·  There is a class on Roads, 2 days on June 11 in Belfast and June 12 in Farmington.  J. Bennett was positive he has had the training, but if not he would like to attend.  M. McGagh makes a motion for J. Bennett to attend the class if he hasn’t had the training. L. Dixon seconds and states she would like to attend.  Motion carries.

· Cemetery: M. McGagh looked at the cemeteries and thanked the cemetery committee as well as L. Dixon for putting the flags up before Memorial Day.  M. McGagh noted there was a burial approx. two weeks ago and wanted to know why there were two flags placed at one stone. L. Dixon said one was for the husband and one was for the wife.  L. Dixon said she did research to see who was deserving of a flag and the wife is a veteran.

· J. Bennett asked L. Dixon if she called T. Smith to see if he was going to mow the cemeteries before Memorial Day.  L. Dixon said she did call T. Smith to confirm he would.

· John’s Contract J. Bennett talked with J. Cranouski about a new contact.  J. Bennett makes a motion to enter a new contract with J. Cranouski.  M. McGagh seconds the motion.  P. Quimby wanted to know the credentials of the contract.  M. McGagh didn’t believe the Board could legally discuss the contract because it is confidential matter at this time.  The only thing that will be changing in the contract is the figures.  J. Cranouski will not plow the Fire Department because it is very time consuming and he needs to be on the road during a storm.  Motion carries.

· Phone J. Downer from Unitel talked to the Select people about a new business service plan for the town’s phone lines. There is a $6 savings for the town.  For the Fire Department they would continue with current service with statewide calling, DSL would drop $5 and they will be able to make long distance calls.   M. McGagh makes a motion to accept the corporate bundle package from Unitel on 568-3655 and statewide calling for the Fire Department.  L. Dixon seconds the motion.  Motion carries.  J. Bennett noted that he is uncomfortable with out of state calling for the Fire Department because he thinks it might be taken advantage of.  P. Quimby asked when it would take effect.  Once the call is made to Unitel the change will take effect immediately. 

· J. Bennett revisited the issue with Maine Revenue Service and wanted to know if the Land Value should be changed.  J. Bennett said Thorndike is at 67% and doesn’t want to see the number go down another year. M. McGagh feels the value should be fair and consistent over the board and it should be done.   This affect should not be visible unless Town expenses goes up.  J. Bennett said Maine Revenue Service recommends a public hearing or some way informing the tax payers about the change.

WARRANT
The Selectmen signed the Warrant in the amount of $39,040.38.

J. Bennett made a motion to adjourn.  M. McGagh seconded the motion.  Motion carries.  We adjourned the meeting at 8:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kari Hunt

Town Clerk
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1st Selectman
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2nd Selectman
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3rd Selectman

